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How to stop driving

No one rings a bell when it’s time to stop

driving.

But the car insurance rates that

plummeted when you turned 25 begin to

rise again about the time you sign up for

Medicare. (See “The cheapes t age for

car insurance.”)

You have a few fender benders, or even

total your car.

Your family begins to hide the keys.

"There's no perfect way. None of these ways are absolute. Family will get involved to get the keys

away," says Dr. David Carr, neurology professor at Washington University Medical School. "Just

because your father loses his license doesn't mean he'll stop driving."

You resist all hints. You don't want to lose your independence or your wheels. Anyway, you have no

idea how to stop driving.

Do you have to notify your motor vehicle department or your insurance agent? Do you keep your

driver's license for ID purposes? Can you keep your car but not your license?

The big risk in the slow lane

There were 22.3 million licensed drivers over age 70 in 2010.

Senior drivers don’t drive very many miles or rack up very many speeding tickets, but they are

involved in accidents at a rate that rivals teenagers, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration.

[Let CarInsurance.com help you find affordable auto insurance now.]

A senior may get away with one accident and avoid a hike in insurance premiums, but that's their only

pass, says Penny Gusner, consumer analyst for CarInsurance.com.

"If the senior driver has too many accidents within a short period of time (three within three years

for instance), their insurer likely will drop them or non-renew them because they are too much of a

risk now," she says.

Your state may drop a big hint, too.

Some won't allow drivers over 80 to renew their licenses by mail or online. In Florida, drivers over age

80 must pass vision and hearing tests before a license is renewed. In Missouri, doctors are granted

civil immunity for reporting patients to the state's DMV who should be retested. (See the Insurance

Institute for Highway Safety’s chart of s tate requirements  for older drivers .)

The warning signs

There are definitely warning signs for family members to take action, says Julie Lee, vice president

and national director of AARP Driver Safety.

"Maybe your loved one is going too fast, too slow, blowing through stop signs," Lee says. “Walk

around their car to see if there are any scrapes. Look at the mailbox on their property to see if they

Home  >  The Latest  >  Articles  >  Your License

Featured Carrier

 

  Nationwide Auto Insurance - Join the Nation

Today!

Articles Questions & Answ ers FollowFollow

Call Us Toll Free: 1-855-430-7658

Search by  keyw ord  

Like

View mobile version

Like 3

How much could you save?

To see your savings, request quotes now.

Someone may have just saved...

$326 Annually
Actual quote delivered: 4 hours ago

Quote Range: $1,514-$1,840 per

year

Age/Sex: 26 / Female

State: Utah

Vehic le: 2007 CHRYSLER 300C

Enter Zip Code  

Most Popular

This month This week

Driver's License Test  1
Why auto insurers want your name

on the title
 2

Is check for my totaled car taxable?  3

Oops, I hit a fire hydrant  4
Changing vehicles won't hide an

accident
 5

The Latest
Read the most recent

car insurance articles,

news, and more.

Compare Quotes Save Money Insurance Companies Your Car Your State Other

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.carinsurance.com%2FArticles%2Fstop-driving.aspx&text=How%20to%20stop%20driving%20%7C%20CarInsurance.com&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.carinsurance.com%2FArticles%2Fstop-driving.aspx
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.carinsurance.com%2FArticles%2Fstop-driving.aspx
javascript:window.print()
http://www.carinsurance.com/Articles/cheapest-age-for-car-insurance.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/autonewmodel/geo
http://www.iihs.org/laws/olderdrivers.aspx
http://blog.aarp.org/author/aarpjulie/
http://www.carinsurance.com/
http://www.carinsurance.com/LearningCenter.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/Articles.aspx
http://www.nextinsure.com/click.asp?C=NDI0&T=Mg%3D%3D&L=NTMwNzIyNDg%3D&I=e0RBRUREQzM4LUNEQ0EtNDJEQS1BOUYxLUZEMEFFQzQzMjg5Mn0%3D&U=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5uYXRpb253aWRlLmNvbS9zZW0vYXV0by5odG0%2FQ1BBTz00MzYmY3BjYT1TdXJlSGl0cyZjcGFnPVN1cmVIaXRzJmt3PVJTSEFDQTAwMDImd3Quc3JjaD0xJldULnRzcmM9QWdncmVnYXRvcl9TdXJlSGl0cyZXVC5tY19pZD1SU0hBQ0EwMDAyJmVuZ2luZT1TdXJlSGl0cyZzdDE9Q0EmaGRsPTAmQ1M9U3VyZUhpdHMtXy1DQS1fLSRjbGlja2tleSQtXy05NDkwMS1fLTA%3D&S=NTc2NDE1&ST=MQ%3D%3D&SDT=NC8xNy8yMDEzIDE6NTQ6NTYgUE0%3D&ctid=MQ%3D%3D
http://www.carinsurance.com/
http://www.carinsurance.com/Articles.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/kb/
http://www.carinsurance.com/rss.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijWkLOQlEdQ&feature=relmfu
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.carinsurance.com%2FArticles%2Fstop-driving.aspx&region=follow_link&screen_name=carinsurance&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://m.carinsurance.com/Articles/stop-driving.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/Articles/stop-driving.aspx#tabs-1
http://www.carinsurance.com/Articles/stop-driving.aspx#tabs-2
http://www.carinsurance.com/drivers-test.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/kb/insurers-want-your-name-on-the-title.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/kb/is-settlement-on-total-loss-vehicle-taxable.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/kb/hit-a-fire-hydrant-claims.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/kb/new-insurer-should-know-about-old-accident.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/car-insurance-comparison.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/cheapest-car-insurance.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/car-insurance-company.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/insurance-for-your-car.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/state-auto-insurance.aspx
http://www.carinsurance.com/auto-insurance-claims.aspx


4/17/13 How to stop driving |  CarInsurance.com

www.carinsurance.com/Articles/stop-driving.aspx 2/3

Categories: Car Insurance Discounts License

are hitting it. Are other drivers honking at your father more frequently? Does he get lost or confused

when driving?"

Some people recognize the problem, realizing that they can't drive at night anymore because their

eyesight is getting worse. They're missing turns and having a few near misses. So they voluntarily

give up driving.

Others dig in their heels, refusing to recognize a problem.

"I've never met an older driver who didn't think he or she was a good driver," says Matt Gurwell,

founder of Keeping Us  Safe, a company that provides services for older drivers.

"The heroes among us recognize their skills have diminished, and they are becoming a hazard on the

road and stop driving," says Gurwell, an Ohio state trooper for 20 years.

Come up with a plan before you stop driving

There's no single way to stop driving, but there certainly is a wrong way, says David Eby, research

professor at the University of Michigan's Transportation Research Institute.

"If there's a crash and then a driver makes a decision to stop driving, that is too late," he says.

Consider how you use your car and how you will replace it. You will still need to get to the

supermarket and the doctor’s office, and you may occasionally need identification.

When you surrender your license, your state’s motor vehicle department can issue a state ID card just

as good as a driver's license to board a flight, cash a check or get a senior ticket at the movie

theater.

A strong network of volunteers or free transportation services for the elderly and disabled may meet

your needs for transportation. Your relationships with your friends and relatives may be good enough

to ask for a ride on a regular basis. You may have a neighbor willing to drive you there in your own

car.

When you know how you’ll be getting from Point A to Point B, you’re ready to make the decision

about what to do with your car -- and your car insurance.

What will you do with your car?

If you decide to give up your license but keep your car, you can still maintain insurance. “You would

still be listed as the owner and the payee,” Gusner says, “but then you would have to list someone

else as the primary driver.”

That is the person whose driving record would be used to set your rates.

If you decide to keep the car but store it, you would turn in your license plates to the state and reduce

your car insurance coverage. Many companies offer a storage-only discount that would cover the car

if natural disasters or other non-collision mishap damaged it.

If you decide to stop driving and sell your car, you would turn in your plates and cancel the policy for a

refund of the unused premiums.

If you do not own a car but instead are listed on someone else’s policy, remind the car owner to

contact his or her insurance company. Many insurance companies set their rates based on the driving

records of all licensed drivers in a household, Gusner says, and they won’t know to remove you from

the policy after you turn in your license unless notified. Some insurers may require that you be

specifically excluded from coverage.

If you want to give up your car but keep your license, consider a non-owners  policy that will ease

car rentals and preserve your coverage without a costly gap if you ever want to insure another car.  
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1 Responses to "How to stop driving"

Luera
April 07, 2013 at 4:14 PM

Very good. This information is just what I need. Thank you very much!
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